
 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Please make sure that your SMART Tuition Accounts are current.  Families who   

   fall significantly behind risk interupting their child’s schooling.  Please reach out   

   immediately if you are experiencing a financial hardship; you may qualify for   

   Emergency Tuition Assistance. 

 

     

       Has your child lost a uniform piece or other item?   

       We have a number of sweaters, sweatshirts, and  

       jackets in our lost and found.   

SJS  

Weekly Family Notes 

January 14, 2022 

 
Dear Families,  

  Some of our students began MAP testing this week, and others will begin after the three-day 

weekend.  With many of our students currently learning remotely due to Covid protocols, I am 

pleased that the window to test is open until January 28th.  I look forward to gathering data that will 

help our teachers check student performance and identify areas of growth.  Please make sure that 

students are on-time and fully rested to ensure they can concentrate at their best.  

 On a separate note, we continue to navigate through the pandemic.  Yesterday, test kits 

were sent home in your child’s backpack.  Please read the letter and flyer that were attached.  As 

you know, Saint John School is governed by the Greater Regional School System within the 

Archdiocese of New York, and as of today, the current quarantine time for close contacts is still ten 

days.  If that changes, I will communicate it to you immediately.  Lastly, it is imperative that if your 

child is sick you keep them home.  If you, your child, or another family member who is in the 

household are awaiting test results, please keep your child home until those results come back. 

 Finally, I want to thank our team for the tremendous work that they are doing as we navigate 

the pandemic and the protocols. Ms. Lewis and Nurse Patty are the very pictures of grace under 

pressure.  I am so grateful for their diligence, dedication, and professionalism.  I also want to thank 

our aides who work efficiently and effectively behind the scenes to support remote learning and of 

course our teachers who continue to demonstrate flexibility, commitment, and compassion. We are 

blessed to have these folks share their talents.  And thank you, families, for your cooperation.  We 

will persevere together.   

 Please see below for other important information.  I look forward to a smooth week ahead.   

Yours in Catholic education, 

Mr. De Bona 

  

 



 

 

 

With winter in full swing, I encourage you to send your child to school dressed with  

the weather in mind.  Tights, long johns, and long sleeve underhsirts are encoruaged.   

We hold recess outside on most days unless temperatures are prohibitive.  Because  

we keep an exhaust fan on and a window open for better ventilation in the classroom  

(Covid protocol), your child is allowed to wear something heavier over their uniform.   

(They must still be in proper uniform underneath the heavier clothing.)   

Boots are normally prohibited, but we are making an exception for frigid/snowy days. 

    

Looking ahead…  

Sunday, January 16th: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Monday, January 17th: Martin Luther King Day, School Closed 

Tuesday, January 18th: MAP testing continues 

 

Looking farther ahead… 

Friday, January 28th: Second quarter ends 

 

Have a peaceful weekend. 

 

Thou Eternal God, we humbly confess that we have not loved thee with our hearts, souls and minds, 

and we have not loved our neighbors as Christ loved us.  We have all too often lived by our own 

selfish impulses rather than by the life of sacrificial love as revealed by Christ.  We love our friends 

and hate our enemies.  We go the first mile but dare not travel the second.  We forgive but dare not 

forget. But thou, O God, have mercy upon us.  Forgive us for what we could have been but failed to 

be.  Give us the courage to do your will.  

O God, grant that we will follow you and become so committed to your way and your kingdom that 

we will be able to establish in our lives and in this world a brother and sisterhood, that we will be 

able to establish here a kingdom of understanding, where men and women will live together as 

brothers and sisters and respect the dignity and worth of every human being.  In the name and 

spirit of Jesus. 

Amen. 

-from the prayers of Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

 


